Early Reading

Implementation

Intent

At Galleywall, we believe that reading is the key to unlocking the curriculum for children and therefore Early Reading
is essential. We aim for children to be fluent readers by the age of 7 and our ambitious programme of Systematic
Synthetic Phonics allows children to rapidly acquire the segmenting and blending skills they need to access a variety
of appropriate reading books. Our curriculum is embellished with a range of high quality picture books and stories to
engage children, inspiring a love of reading and introducing a broad range of vocabulary from their first days at
Galleywall. We recognise the impact of the home environment on Early Reading and take opportunities to enhance
the children’s home libraries by providing picture books to our families, opening up our school library and inviting
parents and carers in to share story time in the Early Years. Through this, we intend to strengthen the many factors
that influence a child’s Early Reading development.

Impact

By the end of Year One, children have learnt the 40+ phonemes of the English language and are in a position
to pass the Phonics Screening Check. The routines established by the end of Year One means children are
able to access the school’s Shared Reading programme and enjoy Reading for Pleasure sessions. Children are
able to listen and respond to a range of stories, asking and answering questions and following the basic plot
and sequence of the narrative. Children are able to read independently at an increasingly fluent pace and
have an interest in stories and reading. They are able to make basic comparisons between stories aided by
the range of texts they have been exposed to. Pupils participate in small group, class and one to one
discussions and can use recently introduced vocabulary confidently.

Our Phonics Programme: The Dramatic Progress in Literacy (DPiL) scheme is a DfE validated programme
of Systematic Synthetic Phonics used for the teaching of Early Reading at Galleywall. This scheme is
designed for rapid progress and greater fluency earlier on by teaching the blending of adjacent
consonants and two syllable words in the first half of Reception. Children in Year One learn the
alternative vowel digraphs simultaneously so they learn which words use each digraph.

Our teaching: Children are taught daily in streamed groups by specifically trained teachers covering the
same content with different levels of scaffold and challenge. Through this, the vast majority of children
progress at the expected rate with teachers making use of high-quality assessment for learning to
rapidly and promptly fill gaps in children’s knowledge. Where necessary, children receive intervention to
support their Early Reading with particular intervention given to the lowest 20%.

Adaptation to our context: Our Phonics practise recognises the varied starting point of our pupils on
entry to Reception. Phase One listening and sound recognition work is a priority for the first weeks of
Reception and features heavily in continuous provision in the Autumn term in order to ensure our
children are ready for Phonics. Blending skills are prioritised by teachers and children are supported in a
range of ways to ensure this essential skill is mastered early on.

Early Reading: The planning for each week is linked to a phonetically decodable book which children
read three times a week in a small group with their class teacher. Through this, the children develop
their independent reading skills, the application of their Phonics learning and their comprehension skills.
The teaching of Early Reading is underpinned by the exposure to common exception words in Phonics
lessons to aid fluent reading. In Year One, or when children are ready, children are introduced to
Reading for Pleasure sessions to build their love and independence in reading.

Progression

Pupil are assessed every half term in order to ascertain their phoneme knowledge and confidence in segmenting and blending. These assessments are based on a combination of real and pseudo words to assess
readiness for the Phonics Screening Check. Teachers use data from assessment to identify individual gaps and class or cohort trends, adapting teaching and intervention accordingly. In the majority of cases, one or two
new sounds will be introduced to children each week to maintain pace of progress, but planning will be adapted to simultaneously fill gaps. When children consistently demonstrate phonetic mastery based on the
benchmarks laid out by the Phonics Screening Check, they will be introduced to more challenging texts during their Reading for Pleasure time in Year One.




Enrichment

The curriculum at Galleywall is rooted in a range of high quality and diverse texts to capture the children’s imagination and build a love of reading. Daily story time is timetabled for children in Reception
and Year One and each classroom has a well stocked book corner for children to access during their continuous provision or Reading for Pleasure sessions. Poetry, rhymes and songs are incorporated into

planning in Reception to develop exposure to the English language and phonetic patterns. Our most vulnerable pupils are also supported through the Chapter One and Coram Beanstalk projects to
provide them additional opportunities to read aloud and refine their Early Reading skills.




