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Galleywall Early Years Foundation Stage

Section 1: Aims
A What is EYFS?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of
the Reception year. At Galleywall, children join the Reception class in the academic
year that they turn five. In partnership with parents and carers we enable the
children to begin the process of becoming active learners for life.

B Early Years at Galleywall

We provide;

i quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress and no child

gets left behind

ii access to a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of
knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life

iii a secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are

planned around the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed

and reviewed regularly;

iv partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers;

v equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child

is included and supported.

C Unique Child
i Every child is regarded as a competent learner who can be resilient, capable,

confident and self-assured.
ii Children develop in individual ways, at varying rates.
iii Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from

others; we use praise and encouragement, as well as celebration/ sharing
assemblies and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to
learning.

iv Children are seen as individuals, in line with our school values, and specific
additional support will be given once the children’s needs are identified.
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Galleywall Early Years Foundation Stage

Section 2: Curriculum

A Curriculum Aims
i The curriculum is based on the requirements set out in the statutory framework

for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) for 2023 and Development Matters
ii Teaching and learning ensures children’s ‘school readiness’, providing children

with a broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundations for
good future progress through school and life. (EYFS Statutory Framework)

iii Learning is supported with practical activity, enquiry and purposeful play, with
consolidation through practice, talk and reflection.

B Reception Curriculum Overview
i The curriculum is based on the requirements set out in the statutory framework

for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) for 2023 and Development Matters
ii The Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning;

● Communication and language
● Physical development
● Personal, social and emotional development
● Literacy
● Mathematics
● Understanding the world
● Expressive arts and design

iii All seven areas are incorporated into indoor, outdoor, adult led and child initiated
provision.

iv Long term planning (curriculum overview) ensures continuity, depth and
progression throughout

v Medium term planning (curriculum content maps) links the early learning goals
and essential skills to be developed to specific planned activities and identifies
expected outcome benchmarks.

vi Short term planning (carpet session plan, available on the school O:Drive)
includes specific plans for Literacy, Maths and Phonics carpet sessions, Literacy
and Reading group sessions and provision planning for the indoor and outdoor
environments.

C Seven Areas of Learning at Galleywall
i Communication and language underpins our learning at Galleywall. The

environment is designed to provide opportunities for communication and peer
interactions. Vocabulary is carefully planned and taught discretely. Our children
also receive timetabled Talk Boost sessions to rapidly develop their speaking and
listening skills.

ii Physical development takes the form of adventurous outdoor play, weekly PE
sessions and a range of fine motor opportunities. We regularly promote themes
such as healthy eating, basic personal care and oral hygiene.
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Galleywall Early Years Foundation Stage

iii Personal, social and emotional development is central to the curriculum with
children participating in weekly PSHE sessions to embed three of our five school
values (Compassionate, Individual and Enlightened) as well as explicitly teach
developmental routines. Our Reception curriculum is rich in cultural diversity and
we regularly encourage the children to explore and share their own culture.

iv Literacy is taught through our rigorous DPiL Phonics scheme, small group reading
and one-to-one writing opportunities for composition. Our curriculum is
organised around a range of high quality texts and stories to stimulate the
children's imagination and vocabulary. Handwriting is taught explicitly to support
transcriptional skills.

v Mathematics is taught using the White Rose programme which aims at a deep
understanding of number composition, patterns and relationships. Children
complete a daily Maths session as well as Mastering Number sessions to support
with subitising.

vi Understanding the world allows the children to explore their environment and
encompasses topics such as forces, floating, human life cycles, changes in living
memory and the seasons. This is supported by a number of cultural trips,
experiences and workshops as well as visits to our Nature Reserve.

vii Expressive arts and design are key for promoting children’s creativity and
independence. Children have many opportunities to explore art and design in a
mixture of child and adult led activities. Children have weekly Music sessions and
partake in performances throughout the year.

D Planning and Teaching
i Teachers will set high expectations for children’s attainment and progress using a

variety of teaching approaches and groupings.
ii Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of

development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a
challenging and enjoyable experience.

iii There will be a balance of teacher directed and child chosen activities. However,
some elements are common to all. The length and number of these activities
increases as the Reception year progresses;
● Phonics carpet sessions
● Literacy hook session
● Maths carpet session
● Mastering Number sessions
● Talk Boost sessions
● Handwriting
● Story time
● Singing
● PE
● Music
● Small group reading sessions
● 1:1 Writing composition

iv Continuous provision offers the opportunity for child-initiated learning,
implemented through carefully planned, purposeful play. Through this, we will
ensure we are;
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Galleywall Early Years Foundation Stage

● Building upon and extending children’s knowledge, experience and interests
● Developing self-esteem and confidence
● Adapting to children’s learning needs and valuing the contributions of every

child
● Reflecting diversity and individuality and being free from discrimination and

stereotyping;
● Challenging children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their

chronological age
● Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as

necessary

E The Galleywall Reception Curriculum

i The Reception curriculum is organised into six key topics across the year, one per
half term. This gives the opportunity to cover a broad range of topics.

Full curriculum overview available here.

Curriculum Content Maps for each half term can be found here

Weekly planning will be completed in the form of a ‘carpet session plan’ and saved on the google
drive. Click here to see an example.
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Galleywall Early Years Foundation Stage

Section 3: Assessment and Reporting to
Parents

A Assessment

i The assessment of children will take a variety of forms including:

● Observations
● Written work (where appropriate)
● Photographs (where appropriate)
● Phonics and Maths assessments- completed 1:1 with child and school adult

ii Children are assessed within their first six weeks of joining Reception using the
DfE Reception Baseline Assessment.

iii The school carries our additional baselines using Birth to 5 Matters, Range 5
descriptors to assess children on entry against their chronological age
expectations.

iv Formal assessment will be submitted no later than the 30 June of the academic
year in which a child turns 5. Each child is assessed against the Early Learning
Goals to establish whether they have achieved a Good Level of Development
(GLD)

v This assessment provides parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with a
well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their
progress against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1.

vi Year 1 teachers are provided with a copy of each child’s assessment against the
Early Learning Goals which informs a dialogue between Reception and Year 1
teachers about each child’s stage of development and learning needs and assists
with the planning of activities in Year 1.

vii If a child moves to a new school, the school sends their assessment of the child’s
level of development against the early learning goals to the relevant school.

viii If a child moves school during the summer term of Reception, relevant providers
must agree which of them will complete the assessment.

ix The assessment is completed for all children, including those with special
educational needs or disabilities. Reasonable adjustments to the assessment
process for children with special educational needs and disabilities must be made
as appropriate.

x The EYFS Lead reports results to local authorities, upon request.

B Reporting to Parents and Carers
i Parent consultations are held in September, prior to the child starting school, and

in the Autumn and Spring terms.
ii A formal report is provided to parents in the Summer term, along with

information about their child’s assessed development against the Early Learning
Goals.
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Section 4: Safeguarding, Inclusion and
Pastoral Care

A Partnership with parents

i Children learn and develop well when there’s a strong partnership between staff
and parents and/or carers.

ii Parents/carers are kept up to date about their child’s learning through the
Seesaw app.

iii Staff ensure that parents are well informed about the curriculum their child is
experiencing through newsletters.

iv Parents have the opportunity to volunteer as story time readers, trip volunteers
etc. to be involved in their child’s school experience.

v Our Community Charter ensures school, parents and pupils work together to
promote the education of the child.

vi Parents are encouraged to approach staff at the earliest opportunity if they are at
all concerned about any aspect of their child’s school life.

B Key Worker
i Children’s key workers are their class teachers. Parents are informed of their

child’s key worker during their consultation, prior to starting school.

C Inclusion and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
i All children are valued at Galleywall. Children are treated as individuals and have

equal access to provision.
ii Children are encouraged to achieve their personal best and planning is adapted

to meet the needs of all groups and abilities.
iii Assessments take into account contributions from a range of perspectives to

ensure that any child with potential special educational needs is identified at the
earliest possible opportunity.

iv Concerns are discussed with parents/carers at an early stage.

D Children’s Welfare
i On entry, parents/carers complete an Entry Profile Form and are encouraged to

disclose medical, social and personal details, including information about
children’s developmental milestones.

ii Accidents will be treated and recorded on accident slips that children take home.
Parents may receive a call about an accident, depending on the severity.

iii For more information on the measures taken to protect our children and their
welfare, please see our Safeguarding Policy here.
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Section 5: Admission and Transition

A Admissions
i Admissions to Reception in September are managed by Southwark council.

Applications are made directly to Southwark through their website.

ii Admissions criteria is applied with priority given as follows;

● Looked after children AND/OR children with an Educational Health Care Plan
(EHCP)

● Children with siblings in the school on the date the child is due to start school
● Children of staff employed on the date the child is due to start school
● Distance from the school to home address

iii Admissions into Reception after the start of the academic year in which the child
turns 5 are handled by the school. Please contact admissions@galleywall.co.uk to
enquire.

B Transition from pre-school to Reception
i Stay and Play sessions are hosted three times after primary school places are

released to allow children and families to play in the environment and get to
know the staff.

ii Staff endeavour to visit every child in their nursery or pre-school setting to speak
to key workers and gain an understanding of their learning.

iii Every parent or carer is invited to a parent consultation to allow for the
exchanging of information, and the resolution of any queries or concerns.

iv In the vast majority of cases, children start full time straight away.

C Transition from Reception to Year 1
i The Year 1 teachers are passed information about the children in Reception

against the Early Learning Goals.
ii Children have multiple opportunities to visit the Year 1 classrooms and

playground in the summer term.
iii The approach to teaching and learning is adapted in the summer term to prepare

the children for Year 1.
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