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Earn a Shopping Voucher 

Looking for volunteers to par-
ticipate in a short (30 minute) 
audio-recorded interview with 
a researcher from Brunel Uni-
versity London. Each participant will receive a £50 shop-
ping voucher.  Interviews can be conducted online or in 
person (at any location of the parent/carers choice). The 
data from the research will help shape the City of London’s 
upcoming Education Strategies (2024-28) and will further 
contribute to our commitment on parental engagement. 
You need to be in eligible for free school meals. 

Contact the school office if interested. 

Please Park Considerately 

Please park you cars showing considera-
tion to our neighbours!   They may need to 
access their drives.  

Ideally come on foot or park some way 
away and keep the air around the school clean! 

Galleywall Primary  

Enlightened | Aspirational | Entrepreneurial | Individual | Compassionate 

NOTES 
After School Activity Clubs 

Are NOT running in the week of 11 December 
owing to all the Christmas activities. 

Food 

Please note that meat served here is halal.  We 
are also a nut-free school: nuts can be found in 
chocolate spreads and cereal bars, some of 
which appear in lunch boxes, so please avoid.   

Attendance 

It is really important to get your children to 
school unless they are genuinely too ill to 
come.    
See guidance here: 

https://tinyurl.com/2s4tz3nj  

 

From the Head 
Over the last few weeks, I have stepped in to cover some Year 6 maths classes when the teach-
ers have needed to be elsewhere.  This was a great experience - for me, and I hope for them.  
Many of these young people lack confidence in maths - "I'm not good at maths" was not uncom-
mon.  Building from basics, we discovered evidence of some really good teaching up through the 
years.  It became clear that what was missing was self-belief and sometimes the ability to index 
the memory - to pull up the piece of learning required at the time.  Practice makes perfect!   
In assembly, as well as doing the 6-times table, we looked at thinking skills.  I showed my shape-sorting exercise; this 
is interesting because it is something new - everyone's brain needs to start from scratch on this.  Check it out HERE.  
As the shapes fall, spot the pattern and create a "sorting" question.  Nobody got the final one in assembly or class.  
Answers to me on a postcard please.  
It's getting very cold.  If you have any outside space, even a small balcony, please consider leaving a bowl of water for 
birds who struggle if their normal water sources freeze.  And take care on slippery pavements. 

MARTIN BLAIN 

MATHS 

Wondermaths is starting for some Year 5s next week, 

along with the Maths Masterclass for Year 5 and 6. 

More news on this soon…      ∑Ωµx2 

https://www.galleywall.co.uk/
https://www.galleywall.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/2s4tz3nj
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hrG9QIGAGemWDvwaciw-HbrvpIZ8elPJ/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=103858271093175748058&rtpof=true&sd=true


Incredible Creative Writing 
By Aliyah, Year 6 and Charlie, Year 4 



Year 2 make fruit salad 

We have been designing, making and 

evaluating our own fruit salads in DT. 

We learnt food skills such as cutting, 

peeling and grating. We also learnt 

about safety 

and hygiene 

when preparing 

food.  
Wednesday 6th Dec: Flu Vaccines in School  

Wednesday 6th Dec: Year 6 Independent Travel Training  

Monday 11th–Friday 15th December:  No Activity Clubs after school 

Tuesday 12th Dec, 09:30: Reception Nativity 

Wednesday 13th Dec: Year 6 Field Trip 

Thursday 14th Dec, 15:30- 17:00:  Christmas Event, AMENDED DATE 

details TBC  

Thursday 14th Dec:  Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day 

Tuesday 19th Dec: PLEASE NOTE After School Club closes at 17:00 

Wednesday 20th Dec:  End of Term  

finish time 12:15 (KS1) / 12:25 (KS2), packed lunch sent home 

Monday 8th Jan 2024:  INSET Day 

Tuesday 9th Jan 2024:  Children return, spring term 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Every week, our children have 

Maths Meetings which are an 

extra chance for the children to 

practise key skills in Maths, 

develop their fluency and build 

their confidence. Here is what Year 4 got up to in their 

Maths meetings this week.  

Maths meetings in Year 4 

The Gingerbread Man in Yr R 

This week, the children in Reception 

have been exploring the story of The 

Gingerbread Man. They used props to 

act out the story outside. They have also 

been using The Gingerbread Man to help 

their early Maths skills by adding raisin 

buttons to a template and counting how 

many there are. 

They also had a go 

making their own gingerbread men and 

practised rolling dough to build up their fine motor skills.  

Library Club is Open! 

Galleywall's library is open on 

Tuesdays after school to borrow 

and return books! Come along – all 

parents and children are welcome!  



Year 6 Study the Docklands 

This week, after learning all about the regeneration of the 

London Docklands in Geography, 

Year 6 were tasked with creating 

their own sustainable city! They had 

to think about transport links, food 

produce, water consumption and 

how they would build a healthy economy. The cities they 

designed not only had to be practical but also appealing to 

the general public.  

In our Geography lessons , we have been 

learning about oceans. This week we 

learnt about plastic pollution and the 

problems it causes for ocean creatures . 

In Science, we did an experiment to see 

what happens to plastic, cardboard and 

a leaf when left in soil. The plastic was 

the only one not to change. This led us 

to the conclusion that plastic left in the 

ocean or on the beach would be there 

for a long, long time. We then made 

posters to persuade people to use less plastic.  

Over the last week, various staff from Galleywall have been to 

watch the theatrical play, Rumble in the Jungle Rematch, 

courtesy of Rudi in Year 2's parents. Staff were treated to an 

immersive rendition of the iconic sporting event between 

Mohammed Ali and George Foreman based in Zaire in 1974. 

The show incorporated story telling, singing, dancing, food and 

drink and was such an experience. 

Thank you to Tim and Sarah for this 

opportunity!  For more 

information: https://

rumbleinthejunglerematch.com/  

Rumble in the Jungle 

Well done to Samuel in Phoenix Class and 

Christopher, Michael, Keiara and Elliott in Year 6 

who were awarded their bronze merit badge this 

week. This is for earning 100 ticks and therefore 

consistently demonstrating our school values. Here 

are some of the children receiving their badges. 

Year 1 Explore Plastic Pollution 

Bronze Merit Badges 

Termly Targets Achieved 

Some children at Galleywall have Termly 

Targets, set by their teacher and the 

inclusion team. They get a sticker for 

meeting their target, and when they get ten 

stickers for any one target, they come to 

Ms Fyffe for a prize. Each week more 

and more children are receiving prizes 

for their hard work—well done all!  

Play Council Opens New 

Sounds Area 

This week, we opened the sounds 

area in the playground. The play 

council have been heavily 

involved in this project; it was 

their idea, they came up with the 

design and even helped put it 

together. It was a great success with the children!  

We have applied for the Tesco Stronger Starts grant. 

Please remember to vote for us using your blue token in 

local Tesco stores to support our playground!  

https://rumbleinthejunglerematch.com/
https://rumbleinthejunglerematch.com/


From our Year 6 Journalists 

KS1 Journalists 
Hello! This week in the KS1 newsletter, we are focusing on Year 1. This week, they have learnt about 3-D and 2-D shapes 
in maths. In literacy, they have learnt about Goldilocks and the Three Bears. And after all their hard work, some children 
took a break in Calm Club which is open at breaktimes! Other children went outside to play on the monkey bars, near the 
stage or at the sand pit. Some KS1 children found ice in the mud kitchen yesterday and decided to make some mud 
popsicles.  
 
Cold Weather 
Today its the 1st of December! Suddenly, it’s turned really cold. 
Please make sure your child/children have hats, coats, and gloves if you can. 
Unfortunately, because its so cold, we have had to close the water area in the playground for a couple of days. It would be dangerous to 
leave it out because it may freeze and hurt people. 
 
Countdown to Christmas 
CHRISTMAS is coming! If you celebrate it, Merry Christmas! If you don’t, we hope you still enjoy your winter break! Because it’s December, 
we are doing a countdown to Christmas in our news column! 
Here’s number 1! 
 
On the first day of Christmas,  
The receptions learned about subtraction. 
The Year 1s learned about 3-D and 2-D shapes. 
The Year 2s learned about the Great Fire of London. 
 
Thanks to everyone from reception, Year 1 and Year 2 who we interviewed! We loved learning about your week! See you next time! Bye!  

KS2 Journalists 
PSEUDO CRICKET: Some year 6 children have been playing pretend cricket. They do not play actual cricket but their 
game has a few elements from cricket. They have shown us outstanding skills. 
 
PLAYTIMES 
This week (all thanks to the play council) we’ve opened a music area using pots, pans, wooden spoons and sticks. This 
is what people have to say about it: 
One person said, “I like the music area because I get to make loud noises.” Another said, “ With the music area I can pretend to be a 
popstar.”  
 
CHRISTMAS is just around the corner, so make sure to get your festive spirit on. In the next few weeks we will do festive activities all 
around the school, etc Christmas carols, Christmas cards 
  
It’s the first day of Christmas; it’s finally December! And its been quite chilly lately and in the next few weeks….. we’re hoping IT MIGHT 
SNOW! So make sure your child has a coat, hat and gloves if you can. 
 
School Work 
In Year 6, in Literacy, we wrote a forest description from the Wedding Ghost (inspired by the fairy tale Sleeping Beauty). In Year 5, they are 
still working on their puppet theatre. Soon (in around May), they will put on a show for us. WOW! 

Art Ambassadors 
In Year 5, they have begun assembling their 
puppets and are just about to finish their clothes; 
their puppets are almost done. In Year 4, they are 
making a moving iron man for in DT. They are also 
learning what pivots. Year 3 are learning about 
Hans Holbein. In Year 2, they have learnt about 
peelers and knifes and how to use them safely. 
They’ve also designed their own fruit salad and made this on the 
24th of November. They will also be eating them. In Year 1, they 
have made bread. They practised kneading, rolling and baking it. 
Then they ate it! In Reception they are making collages of 
gingerbread men with square paper. 
 
Maimouna says, 
“I like art because it keeps me calm and I can sketch what ever 
I want.“  

PE Ambassadors 
Hi! My name is Vinnie and I’m the Galleywall PE 
Ambassador. I really like football and I enjoy 
helping Miss De Bona and Miss Tapsell in PE. 
Outside of school, I go swimming, play football 
and sometimes I go trampolining with my family. 
 
This year, I’m going to be telling you what’s going 
on at Galleywall in PE lessons. This week in Year 5, 
they played football in PE. This week in Year 6, they danced and 
acted out to music from the film, The Corpse Bride because this is 
linked to their topic in literacy, The Wedding Ghost. In outdoor PE, 
Year 6 learnt ruby skills and played mini rugby games. This week in 
outdoor PE in Year 4, they practised football by passing, dribbling 
and shooting. In Year 1, they created their own dances. They must 
have some good skills! 
 



Postcards home 

This week, postcards home were awarded to: 

 

 

 

 

Achievements 

Attendance 

Best Attendance: 

Isambard 

98.46 % 

Whole School Attendance: 

95.61 % 

100% attendance this week: 

117 children 

Ada – Olivia 

King – Orlando 

Eveline – Hadjer 

Isambard – Stanley 

Grace – Ezo 

Bernard – Prithviraj 

Fountain – Lito 

Seaborne – Ariyah 

Phoenix – Bella 

Willow – Dexter 

Falcon – Eloise 

Griffin – Samiya 

Globe – Ruby 

Mulberry – Miles 

Gems 

Our children are awarded ticks for demonstrating the Galley-

wall values in class and around the school. For every twenty 

ticks they earn, they are awarded a gem. Well done to these 

children who have earnt a gem this week!  

 

Aneesa (Ada), Amelia (Ada), Bear (Ada), Ugo (Ada), Ilyas (Ada) Ruby-Rae (Ada), 

Hadiyah (Ada), Grey (Ada), Mahika (Ada), Olivia (Ada), Jashan (Ada), Mirron 

(King), Bethany (King), Kianna (King), Khadija (King), Chyla–Anae (King), Jason 

(King), Johanna (King), Jibreel (King), Amelia-Mae (King), Angelica (King), Sophia 

(King), Rea (King), Tyrion (King), Tommy (King), Zachariah (King), Noelle (King), 

Vasco (King), Danyite (Eveline), Nora (Eveline), Benjamin (Eveline), Ruponeso 

(Eveline), Johnny (Eveline), Charlie (Eveline), Jehonathan (Eveline), Aria 

(Isambard), Jack (Isambard), Jenaba (Isambard), Marcos (Isambard), Preksha 

(Isambard), Railey (Bernard), Tanvi (Bernard), Penny (Bernard), Naomi 

(Bernard), Ka’shayah (Bernard), Prithviraj (Bernard), Meghan (Bernard), Demi 

(Bernard), Taye (Bernard), Khaleesi (Bernard), Elijah (Bernard), Maisie (Bernard), 

Gabriel (Bernard), Pippa (Bernard), Samayah (Bernard), Aiya (Bernard), Bilan 

(Bernard), Darcie-May (Bernard), Otto (Bernard), Grae (Bernard), Immanuel 

(Bernard), Rudi (Bernard), Ariana (Grace), Nora (Grace), Hugo (Grace), Ava-Rose 

(Grace), Misgana (Grace), Maisie (Grace), Ollie (Grace), Caleb (Grace), George 

(Grace) Elihannah (Grace), Faruq (Fountain), Joshua (Seaborne), Esther 

(Seaborne), Marteen (Fountain), Maeve (Fountain),  Hugo (Fountain), Ariana 

(Fountain), Tina (Fountain), Mason (Fountain), Celina (Phoenix), Talin (Phoenix), 

Ony (Phoenix), Bella (Phoenix), Reggie (Phoenix), Shekinah (Phoenix), Samuel 

(Phoenix), Isaac (Mulberry), Adama (Mulberry), Deano (Mulberry) 

Times Tables Rockstars 

For the second week in a 

row, Seaborne class have 

won the times tables compe-

tition; here they are with 

their trophy: 


