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Welcome back to school for the spring term.
In particular, welcome to the rebranded Galleywall Gazette.
Here's a quick guide to the new version of the newsletter...
• Page 1:  a word from Mr Blain, headline news
• Page 2:  notes for your information
• Next few pages:  news from classes - work in classes, trips, 

photos, examples of great work
• Back page:  awards and achievements

Welcome 
back!

MEET THE GAZETTE TEAM

Please make sure you read page 2 every week as this will be our main means of communication

A Happy New Year to you all and welcome back for spring term 2024.  First all 
thank you to all  those who thanked a staff  member  at the end of last 
term.  Please do click on the link again (page 2) if there is anyone on our team 

you think deserves special praise.  We are excited to welcome new staff members and to introduce our new expanded 
leadership team.  The newsletter has also been given a makeover and is now the Galleywall Gazette.  Everything 
you need to know for the week is here, so do read thoroughly, especially page 2 which has information and notices.  
In other news, there was a rumour that the heating was not on this week.  This is completely untrue – the heating is 
certainly on but this old building takes a while to heat up...and sometimes gets too hot!  
This is a short term so let's not waste a minute – please keep absences to a minimum and all pupils on site by 8:50.   

Mr Blain says:  

Nisha Pursani – Editor, 
in charge of school comms

Briar Warr – Reporter,  
always looking for a scoop!

Year 6 Reporting Team
India and Zaine – KS1 Reporters,  Michael and Leen – KS2 Reporters

Please do send in news items from outside school.  Use parents@galleywall.co.uk and mark "NEWS"

http://www.galleywall.co.uk
mailto:parents@galleywall.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551437910288
https://twitter.com/galleywall_cola
https://www.instagram.com/Galleywall_primary/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdn7kQKoQvzVUvBJXGa4O5kO-Ot2GgxOLdMdrl3qjQ-5yv2_w/viewform
https://twitter.com/galleywall_cola
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Monday 15th - Friday 19th February Y6 Mock SATs Week

Tuesday 23rd January Y5 COLA Taster afternoon

Thursday 25th February Reception visit to South Bermondsey train station

Friday 26th February Y6 Visit to Imperial War Museum 

Friday 9th February Last day before Half Term

Monday 12th - Friday 16th February Half Term

Gates close at 08:50  
Don't miss out! 

Click here to thank 
any staff member

SATs Booster Club 
every 

Wednesday & Thursday 
15:25 - 16:00  

Miss Hudson's 
Wondermaths Club 
every Friday 

Please ensure that all 
asthma pumps, 
epipens and other 

medication 
administered at 

school is returned to 
school as soon as 
possible after the 
Christmas holidays.  

Reception children:  
Bring PE kit every 

Thursday 
PE is starting       
this term 

https://forms.gle/fdyD8BsnNHz5SYbK6


Feb 12, 2024

 
 
What are we doing?

At Galleywall we believe developing a love of reading 
from an early age benefits children in education and 
beyond. Miss Brewer, our Reading Coordinator, has 
spent time developing reading for pleasure.
Why are we doing it?

We surveyed children and teachers and many said that 
they felt limited by having the ZPD levels and wished 
there were more books to choose from and wanted to 
challenge themselves.
This change is also in line with DfE guidance which quoted the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) saying that  data consistently shows that engagement in reading is strongly correlated with 
reading performance. 
What will this look like?

We have thought long and hard about the changes and have decided that, from next week, we will no 
longer be using the Accelerated Reader programme for Y2 children and above.  Instead, reading will be 
taught once a week through a reading for pleasure session and three times a week through shared 
reading.
Teachers will still read 1:1 with children and journals will be signed by a teacher once a week.
Reading for pleasure 

Pupils will be encouraged to choose any book that captivates their interest, taking their time to read and 
enjoy it. Children will be taught how to select a book that they might enjoy and have time to read and 
appreciate the book in school. They will take this book home to read and will select a new one when 
finished.  If a child does not like a book, they can pick a new one.  Miss Brewer has trialed the session in 
her classroom last half term and it was a huge success.
Now that we do Reading for Pleasure, we can choose any book we like! You're not just choosing a book to do a quiz, 
you're doing it because you want to read and enjoy it – Year 3 Child 
It is much quieter in the classroom and people who are reading don't get distracted and what's better about reading for 
pleasure is your book takes you into another world – Year 3 Child 
Miss Mills came to watch and was impressed with the range of books the children were reading and how 
much they enjoyed it.
Shared Reading

Our Shared Reading scheme was designed with colleagues from Redriff Primary School and Charles 
Dickens Primary School (an EEF Research School).  We have been teaching this in Y2+ twice a week and 
in Y1 during the summer term.  This scheme teaches children the skills to read increasingly complex 
texts.  Galleywall children like these lessons that include a range of authors and text types.
What can you do to help at home?

As parents/carers, you play a crucial role in your child’s reading journey!  We would like you to continue 
to contribute by reading regularly with your child at home and recording this in their reading journal.
 For KS2 pupils, children take responsibility for their learning and write in their own journals.
 We hope that these changes will nurture a community of enthusiastic and lifelong readers.
 We will ask for your feedback after the first few weeks.

Changes to Reading at Galleywall



After School Clubs
We will be starting our after school activity clubs on Tuesday 16th January.  
Activity clubs do not run on the first week or last week of each half term.  

Week beginning 15th January 

Week beginning 22nd January 

Week beginning 29th January 

Week beginning 26th February 

Week beginning 4th March 

Week beginning 11th March 

Week beginning 18th March 

Feb 12, 2024

We still have a few 
spaces available for 
our brilliant after 
school clubs! 

Sign up via Parent Pay  
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As mentioned in Mr Blain's end of term 
letter, we are delighted to introduce the 
following staff members as new additions 
to the Galleywall community. We would like 
to extend a warm welcome to: 

• Jane MacDonald to teach in Ada class 
• Andreea Baciut to teach in Falcon class 
• Laura Eadon to teach in Phoenix class 
once Ms Barralon goes on maternity 
leave 
• Charlotte Wilson (Schools Direct 
student) to teach in Bernard class 
• Fay-Melissa Rock (Schools Direct 
student) to teach in Eveline class 

Welcome to New Staff

The Senior Team

Meet our senior leadership team, each 
contributing their expertise and 
dedication to the school's vision and 
ethos. We are delighted to congratulate 
some existing staff on their promotion 
to Assistant Headteacher. 

• Nisha Pursani - Year 2 and 3 
• Lucy Barralon  - Year 4 and 5 
• Rebekah Hudson - Year 6 
• Lucy Fyffe - SENCO and inclusion 

Charlotte Wilson

Martin Blain

Headteacher


Katherine Mills

Deputy Headteacher


Nisha Pursani

Assistant Headteacher


Rebekah Hudson

Assistant Headteacher


Lucy Barralon

Assistant Headteacher


Lucy Fyffe

Assistant Headteacher


Sophie Bristol

Assistant Headteacher


Fay-Melissa Rock

Andreea Baciut

Jane MacDonald

Laura Eadon



Lunch Menu

Food Survey 
The results of the survey are in.  
The most popular dishes were:  
chicken burgers, chicken stir-fry 
with noodles, pasta bolognese, 
pizza, sausage and mash, chicken 
wrap, roast meat.   
A big thumbs up in the food 
tasting for cottage pie and pasta 
(both vegetarian) as well as the 
sausages and the stir fry. 
So all-in-all the food was pretty 
popular. 

Starting next week, we will see: 
• Cafeteria service for Years 3 to 6.  Food chosen from a serving 
station and taken to tables.   
• Staff invited to eat with the children. 
• Menu published every week. 

w/b 15 January

Changes



Bleu (Ada),  Antony (Ada), Arlo (Ada), Amelia (Ada), Jason (Ada), Eniz 
(Ada),  Vanya (Ada), Ilyas (Ada), Isabel (Ada), Bryan (Ada),  Rose (Ada),   
Angelica (King), Noelle (King), Mirron (King), Nelly (King),  Kianna (King), 
Jason (King), Jibreel (King), Hanna (King), Kareem (Eveline), Ruponeso 
(Eveline), Henry (Eveline),  Jehonathan (Eveline), Ruth (Eveline), Ben 
(Eveline), Ruth (Eveline),  Layla-Mae (Phoenix), Reggie (Phoenix),  Aleena 
(Phoenix), Anas B (Phoenix), Arahbella (Phoenix), Bobbi (Phoenix), Bobbie-
Rose (Phoenix), Bonnie (Phoenix), Charlie (Phoenix), Harrison (Phoenix), 
Lilly (Phoenix), Nirajan (Phoenix), Shreyash (Phoenix), Talin (Phoenix),  
Xander (Phoenix),  Charlie (Willow),  Daud (Willow), Beau (Griffin), Alice 
(Griffin), Alfie (Griffin), Bianca (Griffin), Mikail (Griffin), Zaki (Griffin), 
Primrose (Griffin), Safa (Griffin), Maddie (Griffin), Millie (Griffin), Christiana 
(Griffin), Lily (Griffin), Fletcher (Griffin), Mikel (Griffin), Vivien (Griffin), 
Eowyn (Willow), Isla (Willow), Dasha (Willow), Reuben (Bernard), Prithviraj 
(Bernard), Darcie-May (Bernard), Ka'shayah (Bernard), Demi (Bernard), 
Bilan (Bernard), Penny (Bernard), Railey (Bernard), Aiya (Bernard), 
Samayah (Bernard), Faith (Bernard), Tanvi (Bernard), Maisie (Bernard)

Achievement Page
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Ada Nathan

King Johanna

Isambard Iris

Eveline Charlie

Bernard Naomi

Grace Hardya

Seaborne Montel

Fountain Aishwin

Phoenix Lilly

Willow Isla

Griffin Antony

Falcon Poppy

Globe Elliott

Mulberry Sofia

Whole-school attendance 
this week: 


94.53%


Best class: 


Willow with 98.57%  


Our children are awarded TICKS for 
demonstrating the Galleywall values in class and 
around the school.  For every twenty ticks they 
earn, they are awarded a GEM. Well done to all 
these children who have earned a gem this week!


