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Message from the Headteacher | 48

This week | started teaching maths. | have a
group in Year 6 aiming to achieve “greater
depth” in their SATS and we are taking their
knowledge and adding on the higher level
skills. We achieved a lot in 50 minutes.

| also used my assembly slot to run through

three different times-tables with the whole school. Elton John’s
song I’m still Standing was converted into the 4-times table and
we had loads of fun learning 2 and 5. These are the most
straightforward and | think everyone got them.

Scientists talk about working memory. You can think of this as
like the calculator screen and with a few memory buttons. You
can store a few numbers temporarily but, if you start doing too
many things, this memory will quickly become full or overloaded.
Learning simple number facts (actually learning them) means the
working memory is used less when doing a complex calculation.
This is because intermediate answers are taken from long term
memory and don’t need to be worked out from scratch. This
means that even good mathematicians need to learn their tables!

Please help your children with this — test them, ask them if they
can quote them. Children can walk along chanting them, they
can write them down on scraps of paper. Every time they prac-
tise these simple sums they get better and they learn the an-
swers more securely.

Maths is one of our strongest foci this term. A vitally important
set of skills for school and life....please support and encourage
the pupils in this.

Rayan practising the piano early morning

Martin Blain

Headteacher
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OPAL - Playground Updates

Year 4 Visit the Nature Reserve

This week, we talked about how our playground would
change in the autumn. We spoke about mud and rain, and
how we could play in these new conditions. It was great to
see children making use of the wellies and waterproofs

available to them near the sane area.

If you are able to provide spare
clothes in your child’s bag, that
would be appreciated in case of

muddy emergencies!

To raise money for our OPAL project, we have applied for
the Tesco Stronger Starts grant. Please vote for us using

your blue token in local Tesco stores!

Stronger TESCO
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Space Dome visit for Year 1

This week in Year 1 we had the chance to go into a space
dome. It was so exciting! We learnt about Earth turning on
its axis for day and night and about Earth's orbit of the sun.
We also learnt about the different appearances of the
moon, such as a gibbous moon. We visited the moon and
thought about what it would feel like to play frisbee on the

moon.
-

Year 4 had a brilliant afternoon visiting the Galleywall Nature
Reserve. The children explored the site looking for threats to
local habitats. They then explored another habitat hub, the

playground, and suggested ways to eliminate threats in these

areas.

Year 3 Literacy

On Monday, Year 3 were vocabulary hunters! First, they re-
capped our oral story whoosh about Prince Swashbuckle. They
hunted through story books to ‘magpie’ powerful vocabulary
to use in our writing. After that, they created an A-Z adjective
list to describe the nouns in our Prince Swashbuckle story. Fi-
nally, they worked with a teacher to think about effective ad-
verbs to use in their writing, to describe the different tasks

Prince Swashbuckle completed.




Year 6 visit Linklaters

Year 4 PE

Through the City of London, we have many relationships
and partnerships across London. One of those is with
Linklaters Global Law Firm who invited 20 of our Year 6 pu-
pils to attend a unique presentational skills workshop in at
thier offices in Silk Street. The children worked in groups
with employees from the law firm and other children from
primary and secondary schools across the trust, discussing
and practising the skills they need to be an effective presen-
tor. They wrote their own presentations, giving and receiv-
ing positive and critical feedback. It was fantastic to see all
of our Year 6 children confidently joining in and contributing
to the discussions, as well as showing leadership within

their groups.

On Thursday, Reception had a
visit from some birds of prey
to link to their learning on the
book ‘Owl Babies’. Our visitor,
Alan, brought in his hawk, fal-
con and owl for the children
to see. He shared some fasci-
nating facts about the birds
and then got the birds to fly
around the hall. It was great to

see these birds up close!

This term in PE, Year 4 have been learning the skills required
for the game, 'Endball'. Endball is an invasion game, similar to
Netball. We have been practising different passes, exploring
the role of both an attacker and a defender and refining our
pivoting technique. All of these skills have meant we have been
able to start playing a game of Endball as a class. As well as
these technical skills, we have also been displaying our

fantastic leadership and teamwork skills - well done Year 4!

Run Galleywall Run! KDSRUD o2,
Thanks to all who have made con- RUN A“.EWA”. RUN

SUNDAY 15 OCTORER

2-4PM
SOUTHWARK PARK
ATHLETICS TRACK

tribution to Run Galleywall Run. Its
not too late to register to run on
Sunday 15th and start collecting.

Remember to wear your Galley-

wall sports Top!

d fitness to raise fu ur
ur place and collect sponsorship|

rw.runkidsrun.org

Black History Celebration

We invite you to celebrate Black History Month with us at Galleywall.

Our celebration will be held on Thursday 19th October from 15.30-

BLACK |20
HISTORY
MONTH 23

1st - 31st October

H st

CELEBRATE, INSPIRE
—

17.00. There will be food, music, danc- "
%

ing and performances from our Year 6

pupils— we hope to see you all there!




ACHIEVEMENTS DATES FOR THE DIARY

Postcards home Monday 16th October and Wednesday 18th October
— Parents’ evenings

This week, postcards home were awarded to: Tuesday 17th October — Virtual Open Day (09:30),

Open Evening (17:00)

Ada- Rose Seaborne — Daniella Tuesday 17th October — Year 4 Phoenix Class visit
King- Radost Phoenix — Ony Sl Soutl Tzl
EvClines Willow — Jaylah Wednesday 18th October — Year 4 Willow Class visit
Sivan Kovil Temple
el o]~ el = ifzelose Thursday 19th October — Black History Celebration
Bernard — Darcie-May Griffin — Christiana 15:30-17:00
Grace - Ridley Globe — Marco Friday 20" October — Last day before half term
. Monday 30" October — INSET da
Fountain — Maeve Mulberry— Deano g Y

Tuesday 31* October - Children return

Your School Photograph is Ready!

Vancols Photographers are pleased to

confirm that the School Photographs are ’D\
ready to view using the QR code on your ©
proof card. If you have already scanned the

QR code on the Proof and registered you will

receive an auto email notification.

If you have not done it yet, you can still view by scanning the
QR code on your Proof and following the instructions.
Gems If by chance you have not received your Proof or it has been
lost you can call Vancols Parent Line on 01206 273711 or

Our children are awarded ticks for demonstrating the Galley- ,
contact the school office.

wall values in class and around the school. For every twenty

ticks they earn, they are awarded a gem. Well done to these

children who have earnt a gem this week!

Attendance
Arlo (Ada), Isabel (Ada), Isabel (Ada), Mahika (Ada), Hadiya (Ada), Josiah
(Ada), Alba (Isambard), Ayoub (Isambard), Lazaro (Isambard), Noah Best Attendance:
(Isambard), Daisy (Eveline), Gabriel (Bernard), Aiya (Bernard), Otto .
(Bernard), Meghan (Bernard), Grae (Bernard), Lucas (Bernard), Railey Fountain
(Bernard), Darcie-May (Bernard), Ersa (Bernard), Alhassan (Bernard),
Immanuel (Bernard), Elijah (Bernard), Samayah (Bernard), Reuben 99.65 %
(Bernard), Rudi (Bernard), Tanvi (Bernard), Ka-shayah (Bernard), Maisie Whole School Attendance:
(Bernard), Carter (Seaborne), Ariyah (Seaborne), Ony (Phoenix), Elena 95.97 %
(Phoenix), Xander (Phoenix), Ariana (Phoenix), Bobbi (Phoenix),
Shreyash (Phoenix), Shekinah (Phoenix), Anas (Phoenix), Bonnie
(Phoenix), Daud (Willow), Anas (Willow), Rosie (Willow) 100% attendance:

This week—221



