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Galleywall welcomes 
VIP guests

On Thursday, Galleywall welcomed Chair of 
COLAT Trustees Catherine McGuinness CBE 
and educationalist Sir Alan Wood to tour the 
school.  After touring the school with Year 6 
guides, Catherine and Sir Alan chatted to pupils 
and were then interviewed by Year 6 journalists.   
Full report on page 3. 

LEFT: Catherine McGuinness CBE and Sir Alan Wood 
with Leen and Michael from Year 6

Sports News

Football, swimming and athletics all made an 
appearance on our timetable this week.   
On Monday evening, Mr Stallard started trials for 
the Bermondsey Mini Football League.  Over 40 
hopefuls showed up to take part.  Good luck!     
On Friday pupils from years 3, 5 and 6 enjoyed 
athletics workshops run by Wilson Frimpong of 
Southwark Sport.  Also on Friday, Year 5 finally 
made it to the swimming pool.  After a series of 
set-backs, the lessons were back on and Griffin 
class set off for their lessons.  Splash!

http://www.galleywall.co.uk
https://twitter.com/galleywall_cola
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551437910288
https://twitter.com/galleywall_cola
https://www.instagram.com/Galleywall_primary/
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Monday 5th February Parents Evening - in person

Tuesday 6th February Parents Evening - online

Wednesday 7th February Y6 Independent Travel Bus Training

Thursday 8th February Y6 Debating Competition

Half Term Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February 

Next week's lunches 

Can you spare some time to 
volunteer at Galleywall?


• Accompanying sports teams 
(after school)


• Reading to children


• Working in the library

If you can spare a few hours, 
please email 
parents@galleywall.co.uk        
with the subject volunteer 

From Monday, late pupils will need to 
report to a member of SLT in the 
front office if they arrive after 08:50. 
Year 6 pupils who are late will lose 
the right to travel on their own.

We have worked hard on our 
playtimes at Galleywall to make sure 
they are engaging, enjoyable and 
constructive for all our children. 


We would appreciate your feedback 
on playtimes and welcome any 
suggestions you have about 
improvements we could make. 


Please click HERE  
to complete this survey 

by 6pm on  
Monday 19th February 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbC0XWzboa4kfwh6EcwGFN-KTWttKsgArTVKVvajA5bR97vg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:parents@galleywall.co.uk
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How did you get involved with the Trust?
CM:   My involvement started at City Academy 
Hackney where I was a Governor.  I came onto the 
governing board of COLAT and rose to be Chair.
What did you see when you went round the 
school today?

AW:  I watched a lot of teachers and they were 
encouraging pupils to express their ideas, which I 
think is great.  I saw phonics.  Some time ago, I was 
a teacher so I am always interested.
Do you visit all schools in the Trust?

CM:  Yes I have visited them all, several times.  
Are we the best?

You are very good but we really can't have 

favourites!  I have watched this school grow from literally nothing.  It was an empty building 
when we took in on.  AW:  I saw Galleywall before it was closed in the 1990s – it was quite a dirty 
and depressing place, really run down.  There was none of the technology you have today, just 
blackboards and chalk.   
Catherine, why do you want to work with schools?

CW: I want to work with schools because it can make a big difference for education.  I have a 
passion for working with schools, and being able to work as a governor is a big privilege.
Alan, as a consultant, what are you really doing here?

AW: When I was a teacher, I loved being around children and watching them grow into the 
people they are today.  I love looking at how teachers really notice every single student.  School 
has really improved since my day and I really value education.  Just as Tony Blair said his 
priorities were education, education education, today it is vitally important. 
What makes a good school?

AW: Just by looking at the children and seeing if they can express their thoughts and their 
learning.  CM: You can tell if a school is good just by walking in.  In a good school, children are in 
class learning; it shouldn't be too noisy or messy or have people wandering aimlessly!
What do we need to improve in our school?

CM: This is a really good school, I can’t really think of many specifics. I suppose something that 
would improve the school is if children came to school every day, on time.
After the interview, we reflected on our conversation with Catherine and Alan.
Michael: I think Catherine and Alan gave us a great rating. 
Leen: They were really interesting to talk to and we really enjoyed hearing about their 
experiences before their current roles. It was interesting to hear about how much Galleywall has 
changed over the years and how much better it has become.  Thanks to all of the teachers and 
everyone who has helped to make it the school it is today. 
Michael: And the students. After all, what’s a teacher without students? And what’s a student 
without a teacher? 
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The Power of  

Playground Update
Over the past few weeks, ropes have been 
introduced to the playground. The children were 
really excited for this addition and quickly made 
pull along toys using the ropes and crates. Some 
boys in KS1 also used the ropes to test out their 
strength against a tree! It is great to see how the 
children's play develops as they explore new 
equipment further. 

Please click the link on    
page 2 to complete a survey 
and give your feedback 
on playtimes at Galleywall! 

Playtime!
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Ancient Egyptians believed in an 
afterlife when someone died.  
Mummification helped someone 
reach the afterlife.

"I learnt that we must leave the heart in the 
body so that it can be weighed in the 

'Weighing of the Heart Ceremony'. A light 
heart meant a person could go to afterlife." 

Maimouna (Seaborne Class)

     Year 3 History

Year 3 have been fascinated in their 
History learning this term. In this 
lesson, the children watched their 
teachers demonstrate how to 
embalm a mummy. They recorded 
the steps and then had a go 
themselves! Linking their work to 
Literacy, the children then wrote a 
set of instructions.  
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Year 6 learnt that light is 
made up of a spectrum of 
seven colours. We 
sometimes see these seven 
colours when light is 
refracted in water droplets 
and makes rainbows.

Interpretation of Newton’s prism experiment.

The Color Wheel: Then and Now
Isaac Newton was an 
English mathematician, 
astronomer, and physicist.
He was one of the great 
figures in the history of 
science. 

He proved that theory wrong. He discovered  
that when white light passes through a prism, 
or triangular piece of glass, it breaks up into 
a band of colours. Newton concluded that 
white light is a mixture of colours.

 Year 6 Science

Year 6 have been exploring 
light and learning about 
Issac Newton's theory of 
colour. At the start of the 
lesson, many children 
thought that the colour of 
white, was white or yellow. 
However, after creating  
multi-coloured spinning 
wheels which they wound 
up with string, they found 
that the spinning colours 
merged together to make 
white!

Until Sir Isaac Newton’s experiments with light 
and colour began in 1666, it was long believed 
that colours were made by mixing a certain 
amount of light (white) and dark (black) together.
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Children's Mental Health Week is a mental health awareness 
week that empowers, equips and gives a voice to all children 

and young people in the UK. 
My Voice Matters is about empowering children 
and young people by providing them with the 
tools they need to express themselves. 

As parents and carers, you play an important 
role in your child’s mental health.

How can you support your 
child’s mental health?  
Click HERE for some top tips!

What matters to you? 

This years theme is is about empowering young 
people to use their voices, share what matters to 
them, and encourage those around them to hear 
their voices. The aim is for all children and 
young people to be able to say ‒ and believe - 
“My Voice Matters.” Click HERE to find out 
more.

GET CREATIVE!  
Draw a swirl and write, draw 
or stick what matters to YOU! 
Click HERE for more details.

SHOWCASE YOUR WORK!  
Bring your creative piece to school. 
Hand it to Miss Pursani by Monday 
19th February with your name and 
class labelled. Your work may be 
published in an upcoming 
newsletter! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1gvP09JLm0&t=47s
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/what-matters-to-you-activity-for-4-11-year-olds/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/media/vxgdpw3x/cmhw-24-top-tips-for-families.pdf
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Congratulations to the children 
who received postcards in 

assembly today! A massive well done to the 
children who earned a merit 
badge which is equivalent to 
a 100 ticks! This is a big 
achievement for showing 
positive behaviour and our 
Galleywall values regularly 
in lessons and around the 

school.

Congratulations to Darcie-May 
(Bernard Class) this week, who 
has been working towards her 
individualised targets, set by her 
teacher and the Inclusion team. 
10 stickers for any one target 

earns a prize.  
Keep it up! 

Our children are awarded TICKS for 
demonstrating the Galleywall values in class and 
around the school.  For every twenty ticks they 
earn, they are awarded a GEM. Well done to all 
these children who have earned a gem this week!

Ada Mahika

King Sophia

Isambard Shqipe

Eveline Jadore

Bernard Aiya

Grace Shayla

Seaborne Harry

Fountain Marteen

Willow Kezia

Griffin Alice

Falcon Micaela

Globe Ervin

Mulberry Patrick

This week's TTRS champions:  
Bernard Class!

Talin (Phoenix), Anas (Phoenix), Mario (Phoenix), Arahbella (Phoenix), Maimouna 
(Seaborne), Isabella (Seaborne), Ugo (Ada), Ruby-Rae (Ada), Mahika (Ada), 
Etinosa (Ada), Rose (Ada), Amelia S (Ada), Sophia (King), Chyla (King), Tamim 
(King), Hawa (King), Khadija (King), River (King), Christiana (Griffin), Alfie 
(Griffin), Mikail (Griffin), Praise (Griffin), Archie (Griffin), Isabella (Griffin), Bianca 
(Griffin), Beau (Griffin), Ahlam (Griffin), Betsy (Griffin), Denoy (Griffin), Asarae 
(Isambard), Helena (Isambard), Isaiah (Isambard), Preksha (Isambard), Marcos 
(Isambard), Ted (Isambard), Sara (Eveline), Mika (Eveline), Charlie (Eveline), 
Ka'shayah (Bernard), Penny (Bernard), Naomi (Bernard), Faith (Bernard), Tanvi 
(Bernard), Railey (Bernard), Rudi (Bernard), Wael (Bernard), Immanuel 
(Bernard),Tina (Fountain), Nina (Fountain), Adam (Fountain), Zakaria (Willow), 
Dexter (Willow), Cristopher (Globe), Elliott (Globe), Sophia (Globe), Ruby C 
(Globe), Aliyah (Globe), Keiara (Globe), Kamaliyah (Fountain), Hugo (Fountain)     

Attendance 
this week:  93.7% 

Best Class:  
Fountain class at 98.33% 

297 pupils had 100%


