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Message from the Head 

Dear Galleywall Parents and Friends 

Each week we have assemblies on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Monday we call our 
"Play Assembly"; led by Miss Bristol, we re-
view how well our pupils have used play-
ground equipment over the previous week 
and introduce new items or methods. I believe that the facilities 
at Galleywall and the way they are used at play time are exem-
plary and the pupils are lucky to have such a rich learning experi-
ence. Friday's assembly is led by Miss Mills and is a celebration of 
pupils’ work. We celebrate each child who has received a post-
card from their teacher and you should see a photograph of 
them in this newsletter.  

Wednesday's assembly is "Character assembly" which I lead. We 
focus on different aspects of the Galleywall ethos and try to de-
velop pupils as good citizens. This week we looked at the Jewish 
festival of Rosh Hashanah which was last weekend. Celebrating 
the birth of the universe, it is the New Year and Jewish people 
eat apples and honey, round "challah" bread and listen to the 
blowing of a ram's horn which sounds like a trumpet. While it is a 
time to eat and drink with friends and family, it is also the begin-
ning of a week of deep reflection, when there is the chance to 
review behaviour, ask for forgiveness and plan to move on posi-
tively in the following year.  This is a valuable exercise for all of 
us, as we discussed in assembly. 

This week I also met our local Governing Body for the first time as 
Head and set out priorities for the term.  A note from the Parent 
Governors appears elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Finally we come to uniform. This is now really excellent and 
I thank parents for their support in getting children to school so 
well dressed.  Pupils coming to school out of uniform (including 
those wearing PE kit) may be sent home to change.  Any parent 
of a child with a medical or diagnosed SEN need should contact 
me to discuss further if they need.  

I wish you all a happy weekend.  

MARTIN BLAIN 

Headteacher 

Year 5 Perform at the Wren 300 concert 

This week the Year 5's completed their final phase of the 

Wren300 Concert. After months of visits and practises with chil-

dren from across London, the children were able to showcase 

all they had achieved. The pupils' commitment to the project 

has been truly incredible and their final performance at the 

Guildhall Art Gallery was spectacular. A huge congratulations to 

all the pupils involved!  

@Galleywall_cola  @Galleywall_primary  

Aspirational Work 

At Galleywall, one of our values is ‘Aspirational’. We  strive to 

be and do our best.  

This week, we celebrate Marteen in Fountain Class 

for his drawing of ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ for 

his class reading display. 

ADMISSIONS:   OPEN DAY 

Tuesday 26th September at 09:30 

There are a very small number of places available in some years. 

If you know someone who wants to get their child into Galley-

wall, they should apply before the end of September. 

https://www.galleywall.co.uk/
https://www.galleywall.co.uk/


 

OPAL – Playground Updates 

 

Meet our PARENT GOVERNORS 

Hello from your Parent Governors, Anna and Barbara!   

We would like to share with you our reflections from the first 
Local Advisory Board meeting of the new school year with 
Mr Blain as our new Headteacher. *See the bottom of this up-
date for a description of the Board's purpose. 

In our meeting, Mr Blain shared how impressed he has been 
from Day 1 with Galleywall, its teaching team, students and 
community. This was an introductory meeting to get to know 
one another and make a plan for the year. We took away 
three things: 

Firstly, Galleywall started with a busy year! It has welcomed 
reception children, held meet-the-teacher events and is plan-
ning a series of open days for new pupils. After-school activity 
clubs will start soon with sign-up information coming shortly.  

Secondly, we discussed parent engagement. We fed back sum-
maries of what parents have shared with us informally over 
the summer and we felt your thoughts were listened to and 
valued. We continue to encourage all parents and carers to 
share their views directly with the school via                                        
parents@galleywall.org.uk. More engagement will enrich the 
dialogue, input and support for our school.  

The school hopes to share new ways to get involved, too—
watch this space!  

Thirdly, we were pleased to hear Mr Blain and his senior team 
talk passionately about their vision for enriching our children’s 
experience at Galleywall. New ideas about teaching, training, 
trips and travel will make for an exciting year ahead. We wish 
him the best of success and welcome all children and families 
back to  Galleywall. 

 

Happy to chat if you 
see us in the play-
ground.  

 

Anna and Barbara 

 

 

* What are Parent Governors and the Local Advisory Board? 

We were each elected into our role by you, the parents. Our 
role is to offer two parent perspectives to the school's leader-
ship in their management of the curriculum, health and safety, 
safeguarding, attendance and other aspects of running Galley-
wall. The board offers advice and a critical friend perspective 
to the Headteacher and his senior team. It does not cover hu-
man resources, budgets, disciplinary meetings or complaints—
which are the responsibility of the Trustees of the City of Lon-
don Academy Trust, which Galleywall is part of.   

 

This week, we introduced plastic crates to the playground. 

In play assembly, the children discussed the possibility of 

building forts with the crates and we talked about how we 

could do this collaboratively and safely.  

On the playground, the children worked together to make 

the forts and dens with the crates. Some children used the 

crates as seating in their own theatre. It was also great to 

see collaboration between the older and younger pupils, 

using the crates as fun moving toys!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 have begun the Young People's Puppet Theatre 

Project. Over the course of the project, the children will 

be designing and making puppets, backdrops and props, 

and will be performing their show later in the year. This 

week the pupils made an incredible start at designing 

the backdrops for both performances. Well done Year 5! 

 

Year 5 begin Puppet Theatre work 

mailto:parents@galleywall.org.uk


This week in Year 1 our classrooms were invaded by aliens! 

They tried to steal the underpants from our role play areas 

because they love them so much! We decided to make 

'Wanted' posters to see if we could catch these naughty 

aliens. On our posters we included a description of the al-

iens to help people recognise them.   

 

 

This week Year 3 have been debating the question "Should 

Princess Smartypants get married?". We worked in partners 

to come up with reasons why she should or shouldn't get 

married and then we presented our ideas to the group. 

Everyone showed some amazing collaboration and 

presentation skills and we were all in agreement that she 

definitely should not get married!   

 

 

 

In Year 3, we've been 

learning about forces and 

magnets. Children went on a 

magnet hunt around 

Galleywall, testing out which 

surfaces magnets are 

attracted to.  

 

Year 3 Debate in Literacy 

 End of the Day Procedures - Please be reminded to 

wait for your child to be dismissed by their teacher. To 

ensure all children are handed over safely, children 

should speak to their teacher before going to their 

adult.   

 Coats - Children should bring coats with them every 

day as the weather becomes more autumnal. This will 

allow us to maximise outdoor play.  

 

REMINDERS 

 

Year 3 Explore Magnets 

 

Year 1 Alien Landing 

We are very lucky to have admissions staff from City of       
London School and City of London School for Girls coming to 
Galleywall on Friday 29th of September at 3:30pm to talk to 
Parents and Carers. Anyone whose child has any interest in 
applying for these opportunities please come along. This is a 
rare opportunity and to be made the most of. Any questions, 
please speak to Miss Mills.   

Year 6 parents who wish to discuss applications to secondary 
school are welcome to make an appointment to see Mr Blain 
who can offer advice on this matter. 

Admissions and Bursaries  

City of London Schools 



Tuesday 26th September                      

– Reception 2024 Open Day– 09:30 

Friday 29th September – Visit from CLS and CLSG 

Thursday 5th October                               

– Individual and sibling photographs 

Friday 20th October – Last day before half term 

Monday 30th October – INSET day 

Tuesday 31st October – Children return  

Postcards home 

This week, postcards home were awarded to: 

Eveline – Daisy 

Isambard – Alba 

Bernard – Maisie 

Grace – Maisie 

Fountain – Ava 

Seaborne – Carter 

Phoenix – Bobbie 

Willow – Dasha  

Falcon – Elsie-Lou 

Griffin – Cavani 

Globe – Uzair 

Mulberry – Riley 

Well done to all these children for demonstrating the Galleywall 
values 

 

 

 

 

Gems 

Our children are awarded ticks for demonstrating the Gal-

leywall values in class and around the school. For every 

twenty ticks they earn, they are awarded a gem. Well done 

to these children who have earnt a gem this week! 

Jibreel (King), Nelly (King), Orlando (King), Khadija (King), Bethany 

(King), Maisie (Bernard), Grae (Bernard), Wael (Bernard), Hugo 

(Grace), Hugo (Fountain), Jeremiah (Willow), Charlie (Willow),  

Romain (Willow), Zak (Willow) Reggie (Phoenix), Ony (Phoenix), 

Miles (Mulberry), Finley (Mulberry), Roni-Rae (Mulberry), Ruben 

(Globe), Michael (Globe), Christopher (Globe), Uzair (Globe), Keiara 

(Globe) Marco (Globe), Elliot (Globe), Roan (Globe) 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Best Attendance: 

Fountain  

(Year 3) 

ROAD SAFETY 

Please do not stop on the yellow lines in Hyson Road (by 

the school gate).  It is dangerous, polluting and            

against the law !  

Take care while crossing roads           Drive considerately 


