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Message from the Head 

Dear Galleywall Community! 
We returned to school this 
week rested and with new en-
ergy.  I have seen lots of hard 
work in the classrooms and 
some very active play on the 
playground. 
I am not sure how many read the broadsheets, but 
this week Katharine Birbalsingh (once Britain’s 
strictest headteacher) warned that schools are ex-
aggerating racial differences and encouraging tribal-
ism among pupils. She encourages the love of your 
country and emphasises the importance of teaching 
personal responsibility and self-sacrifice to children. 
She calls for schools to promote cohesion rather 
than division and to immerse children in values that 
foster unity. This has always been our purpose here 
at Galleywall—we are a multi-cultural community 
with many different languages, ethnicities and reli-
gions and our purpose is to get along as one big har-
monious community.  When something goes 
wrong—which is it does from time to time—a 
strong community can put it all back together again.  
On too many occasions, old arguments are brought 
back to the surface.   
In the spirit of living in a multi-cultural city, Year 3 
went to the Western Marble Arch Synagogue this 
week and met Rabbi David who explained some of 
the mysteries of his religion—more of this else-
where in the newsletter. 
Also this week, we welcomed a new staff member—
Ms Bibi—who previously worked at my old school.  
Outside school, well done to Rayan in Year 6 who 

gained a merit in his grade 5 piano exam.   

Why not write in with any of your children’s out-of

-school news? 

Have a great weekend. 

MARTIN BLAIN 

Headteacher 
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Right:   Year 6 pupils Junior and Elliott demonstrate  

their story telling skills with a fairy tale 
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Year 2 create Tudor houses 

This week Year 2 have been immersed into their brand new 

topic The Great Fire of London.  We learnt about how the 

houses were different in 1666 to modern houses today. We 

were so excited to create our own Tudor houses to go on our 

Literacy display.  

Year 3 visit Synagogue  

On Wednesday, children in Year 3 had the privilege of 

visiting a Synagogue. They navigated across London using 

the tube to Western Marble Arch Synagogue and were 

greeted by Rabbi Daniel who taught them about the key 

features of a synagogue. The children then explored the 

Torah, stood on the Bimah and marvelled at the stained 

glass windows. Rabbi Daniel took time to answer their 

questions and discuss matters such as the importance of 

kindness and being respectful in the world. All children 

were exceptionally well-behaved, had a fantastic time and 

deepened their understanding of the religion Judaism.   

Classics Workshop 

On Wednesday 1st November, a small number of lucky Y5 

children took part in a Classics Workshop with staff and 

pupils from the City of London School (CLS). In the session 

they learnt about the ancient world and were kindly gifted a 

book to inspire their interest in the subject. We are very 

excited as the children will 

be creating contributions 

for the CLS Classics 

magazine and we can't 

wait to see what they 

produce!  

OPAL Playground Updates 

This week, we reintroduced the 

cable reels to the playground. 

These proved to be a popular 

resource with the children 

experimenting with rolling, 

climbing and sitting on them. The 

children developed great team work skills and worked together 

to maneuver the cable reels around the playground.  

Please remember to vote for us using your blue token in local 

Tesco stores to support our 

playground!  

Wednesday 15th November – Open Day (Reception 2024) – 09:30 

Friday 17th November – Children in Need – ‘Spotty’ Own Clothes Day 

Wednesday 13th December – Christmas Event– 15:30pm-17:00pm 

Wednesday 20th December – End of Term 

  – YrR-Yr2 finish 12:15pm, Yr3-Yr6 finish 12:25pm    

  Packed lunch to be sent home 

 

Dates for Diary 



Postcards home 

This week, postcards home were awarded to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements 

Attendance 

Best Attendance: 

Mulberry and Falcon 

100 % 

Whole School Attendance: 

96.53 % 

100% attendance this week: 

183 children 

Ada – Eniz 

King –  Nelly 

Eveline – Henry 

Isambard – Mohammed 

Bernard – Rudi 

Fountain – Nina 

Seaborne – Morris 

Phoenix – Charlie 

Willow – Aleah  

Falcon – Abdoul 

Griffin – Beau 

Globe – Roan 

Mulberry – Roni-Rae 

Gems 

Our children are awarded ticks for demonstrating the Galley-

wall values in class and around the school. For every twenty 

ticks they earn, they are awarded a gem. Well done to these 

children who have earnt a gem this week!  

Violet (Eveline), Ayoub (Isambard), Nyle (Isambard), Maisie (Bernard), 

Prithviraj (Bernard), Faith (Bernard), Immanuel (Bernard), Pippa 

(Bernard), Rudi (Bernard), Demi (Bernard), Elijah (Bernazrd), Samayah 

(Bernard), Ka’shayah (Bernard), Taye (Bernard), Naomi (Bernard), Penny 

(Bernard), Wael (Bernard), Carter (Seaborne), Ariyah (Seaborne),  Anas 

(Phoenix), Marie (Phoenix), Samuel (Phoenix), Bella (Phoenix), Bonnie 

(Phoenix), Layla-Mae (Phoenix), Shreyash (Phoenix), Oliver (Falcon), 

Frankie (Falcon), Abdoul (Falcon), Poppy (Falcon), Lylia (Falcon), Rastin 

(Falcon), Archie (Falcon), Ivy-Rose (Falcon), Micaela (Falcon), Davi 

(Falcon), Khadija (Falcon), Namari (Falcon), Eloise (Falcon), Lee (Falcon), 

Magnus (Falcon), Salvador (Falcon), Max (Falcon), Selina (Falcon), Jace 

(Falcon), Tre Jay (Falcon),  

Times Tables Rockstars 

Well done to Fountain class, here they are with their 

tro- phy; 


