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Message from the Headteacher 

The highlight of this week was our Awe-

some Oracy Day.   

Each class, from Reception to Year 6 per-

formed a poem to the rest of the key 

stage.  Photos appear later in this news-

letter. 

In other news, this week we welcomed Georgia Pritchard 

from Southwark Council into the school.  Looking around, 

she commented on the high level of engagement by our 

pupils and the calm atmosphere in classes.  Well done to all 

of those pupils and teachers she saw.  

At Galleywall, we have a clear policy for rewards and sanc-

tions.  Pupils are awarded gems for great work, and every 

week one particularly hard-working child has a postcard 

sent home.  These are read out in Friday’s awards assembly 

so that they can be congratulated by the whole school.  I 

would like to mention Ony and Bonnie for being selected to 

have their work brought to me.   

At the other end of the scale, we have escalation for poor 

behaviour in class or in the playground.  Very much the low 

point of the week was the exclusion of two pupils for 

fighting.  We will not tolerate fighting here in school and 

those who do will face sanctions including exclusion. 

Martin Blain 

Headteacher 

Awesome Oracy Day 

This week, the whole school celebrated Awesome Oracy Day 

which culminated in every child performing a poem to their 

peers. Read more on the next page.  

@Galleywall_cola  @Galleywall_primary  

Aspirational Work 

At Galleywall, one of our values is ‘Aspirational’. We  strive to 

be and do our best.  

This week, we celebrate Bonnie in Phoenix  

Class for her fantastic Literacy work.  See the attached infor-

mation about the fun 

and healthy FUN RUN.   

Please note this is not a 

school event and      

parents must check it 

out themselves and ac-

company their children.  

BUT the school can get 

money from this! 

https://www.galleywall.co.uk/
https://www.galleywall.co.uk/


 

Awesome Oracy Day 2023 

This week, we celebrated all things Oracy!  

Every child from Reception to Year 6 prepared  a poem, which focused on presentational talk skills. We showcased these to 

our live audience and received detailed feedback on these performances. In addition to this our class lessons focused on a 

range of Oracy skills such as speaking, listening, debating, acting, working as a team, using gestures/signs; focusing 

on learning through talk.   

 

Year 5 Puppet Theatre Update 

Year 5 continue to amaze with their creative skills as they begin to make their 

puppets. This week we used clay to create our characters heads. We followed 

step by step instructions to add facial features - helping our puppets begin to 

come to life.   



 

OPAL – Playground Updates 

 

Year 3 Practise Sketching 

In Year 3 we have been practising our sketching skills. We  

started with still life drawings and then moved on to sketching 

a live model. Our models needed to stay extremely still and 

hold their pose so that we could capture every detail. We    

concentrated on looking at where the light hits our model We 

all had so much fun and our artworks look incredible.  

 

 

 

 

The children have also been learning about Hans Holbein and     

creating artworks inspired by his work.  The children worked 

hard to make their own art pieces by studying the original   

pieces closely.  

This week, we introduced pool noodles to the playground. 

The children have really enjoyed this equipment and it has 

fostered some new activities and interests during 

lunchtime.  

To raise money for our OPAL project, we have applied for 

the Tesco Stronger Starts grant. Please vote for us using 

your blue token in local Tesco 

stores!  

Year 4 Music 

Phoenix Class had great fun in their music lesson this week! 

We practised different clapping rhythms using a call and 

response method. This required really good listening and 

concentration skills. We then learnt a new song from Nige-

ria and sang it in a two-part harmony - it sounded beautiful. 

Next, we explored the structure of a musical melody by la-

belling different 4-beat rhythms using our knowledge of the 

Pentatonic scale. To finish, we had a go at playing our 

rhythms using the chime bars.   

 

Year 5 and 6 Michael Rosen Trip 

30 of our Year 5 and 6 children 

won a school poetry writing 

competition to attend a talk by 

Michael Rosen at City of London 

School. Michael Rosen was a 

funny, energetic and expressive poetry performer, just like he 

is in all of the videos we've watched of him at school. He recit-

ed some of his famous poems such as Strict, My Dad Knows 

Everything and These are the Hands.  The children were all in 

absolute stitches! Michael Rosen explained that he writes po-

ems about 7 key things: what he hears, sees, smells, feels, 

touches, what he remembers and what he imagines. We can't 

wait to put this advice into action when we next write poetry. 

At the end of the talk, the chil-

dren were very lucky to meet Mi-

chael and receive signed copies of 

one of his books.  



Monday 16th October and Wednesday 18th    
October – Parents’ evenings 
Tuesday 17th October –  Virtual Open Day 
(09:30), Open Evening (17:00) 
Tuesday 17th October – Year 4 Phoenix Class visit 
Sivan Kovil Temple 
Wednesday 18th October – Year 4 Willow Class 
visit Sivan Kovil Temple 
Thursday 19th October – Black History Celebra-
tion – 15:30-17:00 
Friday 20th October – Last day before half term 
Monday 30th October – INSET day 

Postcards home 

This week, postcards home were awarded to: 

Eveline – Daisy 

Isambard – Alba 

Bernard – Maisie 

Grace – Maisie 

Fountain – Ava 

Seaborne – Carter 

Phoenix – Bobbie 

Willow – Dasha  

Falcon – Elsie-Lou 

Griffin – Cavani 

Globe – Uzair 

Mulberry – Riley 

Well done to all these children for demonstrating the Galleywall 

values.  

Gems 

Our children are awarded ticks for demonstrating the Galley-

wall values in class and around the school. For every twenty 

ticks they earn, they are awarded a gem. Well done to these 

children who have earnt a gem this week!  

Bleu (Ada), Kayani (Ada), Ariyah (Ada), Azeemah (Ada),  Vanya (Ada), 

Antony (Ada), Faizah (Grace), Michelle (Grace), Misgana (Grace), Leyla 

(Grace), Ben (Grace), Indi (Seaborne), Morris (Seaborne), Eli (Seaborne), 

Harry (Seaborne), Zariah (Fountain), Shanai–Faith (Fountain), Marteen 

(Fountain), Maeve (Fountain), Mason (Fountain), Chase (Fountain), Nina 

(Fountain), Ava (Fountain), Kamaliyah (Fountain), Bella (Phoenix),  

Charlie (Phoenix), Talin (Phoenix), Samuel (Phoenix), Layla–Mae 

(Phoenix), Aleah (Willow), Isla (Willow), Asiya (Willow), Dasha (Willow), 

Dexter (Willow), Jaylah (Willow), Arthur (Willow), Anas (Willow), Nalu 

(Willow), Kezia (Willow), Clarabelle (Falcon), Ifeoluwa (Falcon), Ameerah 

(Falcon), Frankie (Falcon), Poppy (Falcon), Aaliyyah (Falcon), Oliver 

(Falcon), Kyan (Falcon), Elsie-Lou (Falcon), Alfie (Griffin), Christiana 

(Griffin), Fletcher (Griffin), Denoy (Griffin), Maddison (Griffin), Praise 

(Griffin), Safa (Griffin) 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Monday 16th October and               

Wednesday 18th October from 4pm 

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 

 

Attendance 

 

 

 

Best Attendance: 

Fountain 

98.75 % 

Whole School Attendance: 

95.98% 

100% attendance: 

Since the start of term—234 

This week—311 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w_eSRS8k4pO3PWmuzjebrCB3ImyrLVyf/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117923898626589459368&rtpof=true&sd=true

