Religious Education

Intent

Implementation

At Galleywall Primary School, we believe that it is important for all our pupils to enter into a rich discourse
about the religious and non-religious traditions that have shaped Great Britain and the world. The aim of
Religious Education in our school is to help pupils make sense of religion and worldviews around them. We
intend to enable our pupils to begin to understand the complex world in which they live as well as giving
them the opportunity to make sense of their own place in that world. Our curriculum will enable pupils to
become free thinking, develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and
moral issues and enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Religious Education is
taught throughout the school in such a way as to reflect the overall aims, values and philosophy of the
school.

At Galleywall, we structure our curriculum using the Southwark SACRE Agreed Syllabus. It is planned and
sequenced to develop deep, lasting learning and builds upon prior knowledge. From YR-Y6 children are
taught a breadth of different world religions, religious and non-religious worldviews. In every year group,
there are six half-termly units each with a big question. RE is taught weekly through enquiry-led sessions,
with opportunities to reflect and discuss different ideas and beliefs. We engage children through the use of
genuine religious artefacts and texts, making the most out of children’s natural curiosity about the world.
The following skills are used in order to strengthen the skills and deepen the understanding and knowledge
taught; investigating, reflecting, recalling and retelling, exploring, discussing and empathising.

The children at Galleywall Primary School enjoy learning about other religions and why people choose, or choose not to follow a religion. Through their RE learning, the children are able to make links between their
own lives and those of others in their community and in the wider world, developing an understanding of other people’s cultures and ways of life. Through RE, our children are developing their religious literacy,
meaning they will have the ability to hold balance and well-informed conversations about religion and worldviews. As a result, children show high levels of self-awareness and model respect and empathy for others.
They will know that they are in a community where their own thoughts, views and beliefs are valued and are safe to be shared.

As pupils progress through their R.E., they should be looking deeper into spiritual, ethical, moral and social issues and in increasing breadth across different religions and worldviews through time and around the world.
Pupils will develop the skills to build and use a specialist vocabulary to communicate accurately and respectfully their knowledge and understanding of what others believe and practise; apply their broad specialist
vocabulary to access, interpret, analyse and reflect on a range of written and spoken religious and non-religious sources and texts; Apply, interpret, analyse and evaluate what they have learnt about other religions and
worldviews in relation to spiritual, ethical, moral and social issues and develop, communicate, reflect on, apply and evaluate their views and beliefs. Pupils will also develop a wide range of skills, including literacy,

problem solving, team-work, self-awareness, imagination, ICT and language and literacy.

Enrichment

Visits to places of worship, and visitors representing different religions provide a variety of first-hand experiences for our children, to spark their interest and relate new learning to their own experience. For instance, we have
visitors who come to speak to classes for question-and-answer sessions about aspects of their religion Over the course of their time at Gallywall, pupils will have visited a place of worship for some of the largest world
religions. This allows children to experience and visit a range of religious places where they may otherwise not be able to. The visits are centred on understanding, gathering knowledge and finding common ground. Religion
themes and festivals are also discussed during our school assemblies. Additionally, we have a range of religious artefacts and replicas which are used as stimulus in our RE lessons. Each topic has a box full of religious artefacts
and role play activities. Children can handle and use these resources within lessons to enhance their understanding, and to bring their learning to life.







