
Reading Implementation

Curriculum Content Map, Progression Framework, Reading Spine

Shared Reading: We use a Shared Reading model in Y2 through to Y6 which teaches children to read

accurately, fluently and critically whilst developing excellent comprehension skills Each lesson begins

with children exploring the high level vocabulary they will encounter within the text through pictorial

representations, discussions and checks. Children are taught as a whole class with their teacher

modelling fluent reading, talking aloud with textural analysis and using carefully planned questions to

elicit deeper understanding of what has been read.

Reading for Pleasure: Once a week, children engage in a Reading for Pleasure session. This time is an

opportunity for children to read for the sheer enjoyment of reading, share books with friends and engage

in book talk. Children also borrow new books to take home and complete book reviews to share with

peers.

Reading and Poetry Spine: The books in our Reading and Poetry Spines are high quality, engaging books,

representative of our school’s vibrant and diverse community. The texts have been researched and

hand-picked by teachers with the input of children at Galleywall. Sometimes, these texts will link with

subjects and topics studied within that year group, allowing children to make links and deepen their

understanding of specific topics.

Environment: Our cosy and exciting book corners offer a range of fiction and non-fiction age-appropriate

texts. The books are regularly rotated with texts from the library or other classes to enable a constant

flow of high-quality, captivating texts for children to choose from.

Interventions and support: Every child reads 1:1 with their teacher every fortnight and the lowest 20% of

readers read 1:1 an intervention x 2 a week. Using STAR reader quizzes, teacher judgement and NFER

assessments children needing additional support are identified and interventions are put in place.

Children working below the expected standard for their year group access Lexia reading intervention.

Children who still need support with Phonics receive Phonics intervention 3x a week.

Intent

At Galleywall Primary School, fostering a life-long love of reading is an essential part of our Reading Curriculum. We

believe that the teaching of reading is integral to a child’s understanding and appreciation of the world around them,

a platform that allows our children to see beyond what they know, share cultural experiences and develop the key

vocabulary they need to effectively express themselves. Reading is the fundamental skill that underpins our

curriculum. Continuing from the Early Reading programme in EYFS and KS1, pupils continue to maintain their reading

fluency by reading a variety of appropriate texts daily. Our curriculum is designed to expose children to a wide range

of texts with diverse plot lines, characters and settings. We aim for children to use their deeply embedded

comprehension skills to become inquisitive, creative and mature readers.

Impact

At Galleywall Primary, pupils can read fluently and with secure comprehension. They can apply these key
skills to analyse texts critically and discuss authorial choices. Our pupils are able to articulate their ideas
using sophisticated, rich vocabulary. The diversity of the texts studied at Galleywall allow children to
consider their own personal experiences, community and the wider world. We aim for pupils to relate their
reading experiences to their own personal development, developing an empathy for characters and making
links to their own personal choices. Children at Galleywall see themselves as life-long readers who can
access a range of texts for pleasure and enjoyment.

Progression

As a school, we follow the National Curriculum. All children are assessed every term to track their progression using an Accelerated Reader STAR test and National Foundation of Educational Research (NFER) tests. In

Years 5 and 6, we use past Statutory Assessment Test papers to inform assessment. Our Reading Spine is designed so that texts become progressively more challenging over time, providing a logical sequence where

pupils can develop their fluency and comprehension skills whilst also engaging in meaningful book talk to help children build a ‘mental picture’ of different texts. The core reading skills, which are taught explicitly during

our Shared Reading lessons, have been matched to the National Curriculum. The progression of these skills have been mapped to develop depth and progression over time from Reception to Year 6.



Enrichment

Children are exposed to a diverse range of high-quality texts through our Reading Spine. In KS2, year groups celebrate a different book and author each half term, reading it as a class for pleasure. Pupils celebrate world book

day each year, dressing as their favourite character and immersing themselves in a range of activities. At Galleywall, building a community of readers that extends beyond the classroom is important to us. We invite families

into the library every Friday to share books and choose one to take home. All children take home at least one book a week to share with their family at home. We are also lucky enough to take part in a number of author

visits across the year, Y3 met Caroline Lawrence, Y6 met Katya Balen and competition winners in KS2 met Michael Rosen. We are proud to work with the Children’s Book Project charity, where every child in the school is

gifted six books a year to take home and enjoy. Families are invited each week to explore Galleywall’s library, where children get the opportunity to borrow a book from a wide selection of fiction and non-fiction books. We

use Islington Library Service to enrich our curriculum through the provision of topic related books each half term. The Reading Lead runs a Library Club once a week for a selection of children (which rotates termly) across KS2

where they lead whole school initiatives and learn about the library systems.


