
Writing 

Intent  

Galleywall’s writing curriculum combines the use of quality texts and 
drama to promote children to be confident and creative communica-
tors, both through written word and orally.  We want to ensure chil-
dren develop a love of writing. In order to do this, we believe that chil-
dren should be immersed into the core text. The writing outcomes are 
planned from key topics and texts  which are strategically mapped 
throughout phases. These core texts link to other curriculum areas, 
focusing on classic texts and culturally representative texts to ensure 
children have a broad and rich writing curriculum. Galleywall follows a 
structured sequence to writing which enables the children to become 
immersed in the theme of their writing. Here at Galleywall, we use 
dramatic techniques to explore, understand and rehearse the context 
of a text. The use of drama supports the children to learn and orally 
rehearse new vocabulary before composing an outcome. Galleywall’s 
ambitious writing curriculum ensures a balance of creative flair with 
control and precision of composition. This is supported by the preci-
sion teaching of the grammar skills, which build up overtime to longer, 
more detailed pieces of writing. 

Implementation 

Galleywall uses Dramatic progress in Literacy (DPiL) scheme which supports teachers to sequence writing effec-
tively. Teachers create and unpick the success criteria and plan backwards from the desired outcome, while 
weaving in all the skills needed to be a successful writer. Core texts and cross curricular themes have been 
mapped per year group, with outcomes and styles of writing being developed as the children progress through 
the school. Oracy underpins the approach with varying ways of enhancing vocabulary through drama. ‘Walk and 
talk’ Story whoosh are used to introduce a new text to bring the vocabulary to life. Working walls play a key part 
in the scaffolding and application of writing. Here at Galleywall, we believe coherent, clear modelling is essential 
for children to be able to reach their full potential as writers. It allows for them to become familiar with expected 
standards and outcomes. The explicit teaching of writing that takes place when modelling is an important tool in 
stretching and challenging children's writing. Galleywall writing is cultivated through a drama, planning, writing 
and editing sequence. We have developed a robust edit and conferencing process as part of the teaching se-
quence, where children are trained in the editing process and can discuss ways to improve their writing. Under-
pinning success in writing is a mapped in CPD for staff to support them in the planning teaching sequence of 
writing. Robust half termly moderation take place after each unit takes place to ensure writing is on track and 
teachers have identified the next steps for each child. Spelling is taught discretely and systematically using the 
DPiL Verified Phonic Programme from YR-Y6. The Y2 to Y6 spelling programme continues to develop children’s 
spelling strategies using phonic, memory and rules and patterns. Handwriting is taught explicitly. This ensures 
good habits transfer from subject to subject. 

Impact 

From Y2-Y6, pupils have a wide range of Core texts and themes. Pupils leave Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 ready for their next phase with well embedded writing skills. Children are confi-
dent to explore, and challenge themselves. As a result of the drama and Oracy focus, children show good communication skills and have a developed ability to perform. They have a deep-
ened knowledge of the grammatical skills needed to be able to write successfully.  Due to regular conferencing, children are well equipped to receive feedback and make improvements to 
their writing accordingly. They can write a range of purposes and levels of formality. By Y6 children will be writing in a continuous cursive style and be able to write at both speed and 
length, taking pride in their work.  

Progression 

Progress is the foundation of the DPiL approach. There is a rigorous focus on progression throughout the units, term and year. With the skills being taught multiple times over the year to 
ensure new concepts have been learnt and retained. There is progression in grammatical and punctuation terminology which we have made into child friendly flash cards, which are then 
used at the beginning of lessons and in edit sessions. Sentence structure progression is supported within each unit and meets the age-related expectations or above. Children leave Galley-
wall with a strong foundation of writing, ready to be built upon in Key Stage 3.  

Enrichment 

The writing curriculum is enriched by the use of film, props, costumes, visual sources and real life artefacts from Islington Museum.  These sources link to the theme and text studied with-
in our Literacy lessons which provide the children with regular opportunities for children to develop contextual knowledge. Children are given opportunities to publish and perform their 
outcomes in a variety of engaging ways (through drama, assemblies, poetry day, awesome Oracy day). Educational trips are planned to enrich the writing curriculum (see mapped trips on 
our writing curriculum) that link to the writing  and deepen the children's understanding. Writing is celebrated weekly.  


